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Experiences, Memories and Opportunities provided by the IOA Seminar

Cparticipating in the IOA Seminar in 2015 was
a milestone in my personal and professional
life. Personally, the whole routine of waking up,
studying in the library, attending lectures given
by the most renowned professors in the Olympic
environment, visiting archaeological sites, eating
meals and participating in sports activities with all
my new international friends and members of the
Academy was intense and extremely valuable. |
formed friendships that have endured until now.

As for professional opportunities, it was a real-
ly great experience. | would especially highlight
my amazing connection with Professor Dimitra

Papadimitriou from the University of Patras, who also
took part in the 2015 event. During the Seminar,
Dimitra started guiding my doctoral dissertation,
which also came into being in Olympia, Greece, af-
ter | had finished my post-graduation work.

After the Seminar, an international agreement
was signed between the University of Patras,
Greece, and the State University of Rio de Janeiro
(UERJ), Brazil, to begin scientific research and
data collection at the Rio 2016 Olympic Games.
This agreement has been renewed annually since
then, and thus far it has yielded two visits by Prof.
Papadimitriou to Brazil, as well as visits by three
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professors from UERJ to the University of Patras.

The Olympic Academy Seminar also provided
me with numerous scientific productions. | would
especially highlight the production generated by
the IOA Seminar, in that | was able to present my
master’s thesis, which was made into an article in
the IOA book (Pena, 2015). Also, at the same Sem-
inar, we released to all students the book “The
Future of Sport Mega Events” by Prof. Lamartine
DaCosta and Prof. Ana Miragaya.

As a result of the international partnership with
the University of Patras, one article was published
about the doctoral dissertation | wrote with Prof.
Papadimitriou (Pena, 2020), as well as a chapter
in the book Mega Events Footprints: Past, Present
and Future (Pena, 2017) in celebration of the first-
year anniversary of the 2016 Rio Olympic Games.

The 2015 IOA Seminar also reconnected me
with two people two years later and inspired
me to do an exchange during my doctoral work
(2017), a partnership with the Technical Universi-
ty of Munich (TUM). Consequently, at TUM | was
able to renew a wonderful friendship that | had
formed at the IOA, which demonstrated how
very important the IOA is for generating profes-
sional and academic relationships. At the IOA
another extremely important connection was
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with Prof. Jean-Loup Chappelet, whom | had the
opportunity to visit at his University in Switzerland
(IDHEAP) in 2017.

Thus, once again | would reiterate that partici-
pating in the IOA Seminar was a great watershed
moment for me as it was responsible for expand-
ing the horizons of my professional life, especially
from the perspective of my international career,
enhancing my connections in the academic world.

The future of Olympic studies

As a contribution to the future of Olympic studies,
I would highlight the product of my doctoral dis-
sertation (Pena, 2018), the creation of a virtual hub
for the preservation of international Olympic mem-
ories in conjunction with Prof. Lamartine DaCosta
- also a former IOA collaborator - through a col-
laborative, digital network of sports stakeholders,
including federations, confederations and sports
museums,

Using digital technology, we created the proto-
type for the virtual sports museum in partnership
with UERJ and the Brazilian Basketball Confeder-
ation. We are currently expanding the creation of
this hub from eight new virtual museums for the
purpose of registering, cataloguing and digitis-
ing the memory of sports in order to make it ac-
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cessible through digital means and translating it
into English.

The partnership grew stronger sta rting with the
connection of the last edition of the 2016 Olym-
pic Games held in Rio with the next edition, to be
held in Tokyo in 2021, through a partnership with
the University of Tsukuba, Tokyo (Pena, 2020). The
intention is to create the Tokyo Virtual Museum for
international dissemination of the content legacy
of that edition of the Games.

It is important to note the total alignment of
the virtual museum with the recommendations of
the 2020 Agenda; among the recommendations
are: no. 5 (Include sustainability within the Olym-
pic Movement's daily operations); no. 20 (Enter
into strategic partnerships); no. 22 (Spread Olym-
pic values-based education); no. 23 (Create a vir-
tual hub for athletes) and no. 26 (Study an “Olym-
pic Museum on the move” concept to introduce
Olympic culture to the general public).

Lastly, as my personal contribution and as a
legacy proposal from the Postgraduate Seminar
in 2015, Prof. Lamartine DaCosta and | have reg-
istered the invitation for the IOA to join the stake-
holder group of the virtual sports museum created
in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, and so have the IOA's 2004
Olympic Games collection displayed worldwide.
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